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What is your message to Dubai 
and the Japanese community?
I feel very happy and motivated to be in 
the UAE. It’s been just three weeks in 
Dubai. I served in East Asia for a long 
time and this is my first posting in the 
Middle East. Dubai is well known to 
the Japanese as a gateway to the whole 
of the Middle East and Gulf countries.
On my first day I saw many Japanese 
cars on the road. I took the Dubai 
Metro that was constructed mainly by 
Japanese companies. Besides, Sushi, 
Yoku Moku, and Hello Kitty are so 
popular here. I will make my best effort 
to enhance the already existing good 
relations between the people of Japan 
and Dubai and to support the business 
community here and Japanese children 
living in Dubai. 

What was your first impression 
of Dubai?
I was quite interested in Dubai. After 
coming here, I’ve been more impressed 
and have a positive image of the city. It 
has dynamism, stability and security.

What are your views on Dubai 
winning the Expo 2020?
I strongly believe that the Expo will 
be a great success. I expect more and 
more tourists and business between 

the two countries. In 2020 Japan will 
host the summer Olympic games. So 
in that year, both the UAE and Japan 
can be the focus of the international 
community.

What are your views about Ja-
pan’s neighbours?
Neighbouring countries including 
China and Korea are very important 
to Japan. Sometimes we have different 
views but we have many shared inter-
ests. I was happy to work in Beijing and 
Seoul, and luckily I’ve had so many 
good friends there.

Your views on Japanese cars and 
Hello Kitty brands?
We feel happy to see them. But, to 
be honest, high quality of Japanese 
products is not just represented by 
cars. We have so many good quality 
products. I hope Dubai gets to know 
more about the different products 
and our culture. Dubai has the largest 
population of Japanese people in the 
whole Middle East and Africa. This 
shows how much importance we put 
on Dubai and  the UAE.

Are there any specific sectors that 
you would like to mention?
Japan has high-quality, safe, and 
natural food, including fruits. They 
have very good taste and are good 
for health.

What is your secret to a success-
ful career and life?
I don’t know whether I am successful or 
not (smiles). I try to meet many people 
other than government officials like 
businessmen, journalists, students, 
professors, or cultural figures. This 
was a big help to understand people 
in China and Korea where I served. I 
would like to do that in Dubai as well.

What are the basic factors that 
motivate you?
In this 21st century, the information 
age, I still see huge misunderstandings 
everywhere in the world. We can pick 
up all the information but we still have 
prejudices to overcome. It is a never-
ending story, but we, diplomats and 
journalists, need to make more efforts 
to narrow misunderstandings.

What advice would you give the 
younger generation?
I have two sons and I tell them to go 
into the world, go to different coun-
tries. This helps understand different 
nationalities, thoughts, ideas and 
religions. This will be the necessary 
process for mutual understanding. 

What else do you want to say 
about Japan?
Japan has one of the longest life expec-
tancies in the world. It is the combina-
tion of good medical services to rich 
and poor, insurance, health-oriented 
education, sports, and a mutually-
supporting community. We are proud 
of that.

What do you do during leisure 
time?
Sport has been my passion since I was 
very young. I play golf, ski, jog, swim, 
and ride the bicycle. I also love callig-
raphy, music and singing. 

— suchitra@khaleejtimes.com
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W
hile officiating 
as the Consul 
General of Japan 
to Dubai and the 

Northern Emirates, Daisuke Matsu-
naga was always keen to introduce 
what is nice and positive about Japan 
like how kind the Japanese people 
are, how beautiful Japanese scenery 
is and how delicious Japanese food 
is. He is so proud of his country that 
he would like to see more people 
visiting Japan from the UAE and the 
Middle East. He is sure that they 
would fall in love with Japan and 
become repeat visitors.

“I will miss my friends in the UAE. 
However, I am trying not to become 
too sentimental about my departure 
as we are supposed to welcome new 
challenges and changes.  Having 
spent the past two years and four 
months in the UAE, I have a better 
understanding of Dubai and the 
Middle East region in general. I will 
continue to remain interested in the 
region,” says Matsunaga in an inter-
view with Khaleej Times.

The former consul general intro-
duced several initiatives to strengthen 
Japan-UAE ties. “I organised events 
to introduce Japanese culture to the 
local population. For example, in 
2012, we held a workshop on Japa-
nese confectionery. The participants 
had hands-on experience to make 
traditional Japanese sweets. Another 
example is the screening of Japanese 
movies and animation. I also tried 
to promote Japanese products to the 
local markets. The Hokkaido (north-
ernmost island of Japan) food fair was 
a great success in introducing fresh 
and tasty products to local distribu-
tors and consumers,” he informs.

Matsunaga confesses that he 
enjoys the convenience of the city 
as well as the diversity of people. “I 
enjoyed riding the Dubai Metro, for 
instance. We have perfect access to 
international communication means 
including the Internet and social 
media, so I did not feel separated 
from home so much during my stay 
here,” he avers.

Matsunaga enjoyed becoming 
friends with people, among both 
emiratis and expatriates. “Once an 
emirati friend invited me to a desert 
safari. It was so exciting to drive on 
the sand with a 4-wheel drive. The 

starry night sky was breathtaking,” 
he recalls.

Matsunaga feels much closer 
to Dubai, the UAE and the Middle 
East. “So I will read articles or news 
about the region more carefully 
than before. I went to school to learn 
Arabic. Initially, the Arabic letters 
may look rather intimidating, but 
now I can read what is written on 
signboards on the street.  I can also 
exchange greetings with people. 
When I see them smile after the 
greetings, I feel that I made the right 
decision of going to the school to 
study the language,” he shares.

Matsunaga confesses that he will 
miss his friends even though with 
the Internet age, it is easy to remain 
connected. “I like the Creek and its 
vicinity. Watching the water is so 
relaxing. I particularly enjoy watching 
the shining ripples on the Creek.”

He invites readers to visit Japan 
for sightseeing. “The country is 
stretched from north to south, so 
you can enjoy various climates from 
pristine high-quality snow, which is 
best for skiing and snow-boarding to 
sub-tropical coral reefs, where you 
can enjoy diving. You can enjoy the 
cherry blossoms in spring,” he adds.

He wants expatriates, to try to 
understand local culture and learn 
how to exchange greetings in Arabic. 
“Thus you can make more friends 
and that would enable you to enjoy 
your life here even more. Wherever 
I am and whatever I do, I will enjoy 
making people happy. I would like to 
get involved in charity activities,” he 
concludes. 

— suchitra@khaleejtimes.com
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Daisuke Matsunaga, the former Consul 
General of Japan in Dubai, shares his 
thoughts before he leaves the city that he 
called home for two-and-a-half years. — 
Suchitra Steven Samuel
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A postgraduate 
from Harvard, 
Hisashi Michigami, 
Consul General of Japan 
in Dubai, has been in 
the Foreign Service for 
31 years. He served in 
Korea and China and 
is an author of three 
books. He had lectures 
in universities of Korea 
and China over 100 
times to enhance mutual 
understanding. He 
shares his thoughts 
in an interview with 
Khaleej Times. Excerpts:


